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EXAMINER’S AMENDMENT 

An examiner’s amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as 
provided by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it 
MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization 

Authorization for this examiner’s amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with Ms. Ruth Ma Swilling #55,414 on 20 May 2009. 

Claims Allowed 

Claims 11-18, 20 and 38-64 entered 03 April 2009 are allowed. Claims 1-10, 
19 and 21-37 are canceled. 



In the Claims 

• Delete claim 1 1 in its entirety and insert therefore: 

- -1 1 . A method comprising: 

selecting, using a computing device, an item for auction, wherein the item 
is selected from a plurality of items stored on a server; 

transmitting to a remote device an indication that the selected item is 
available for auction for a period of time, wherein the remote device is connected 
to the computing device via a network; 
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receiving, from each of a plurality of bidders, at least one bid to purchase 
the selected item, wherein each bid is received before the period of time has 
expired and each bidder is located remotely from the server; 

determining, using the computing device, that the period of time has 
expired based on determining that: 

(1) a first quantity of bids is received before a first time interval, 
wherein the first quantity of bids is less than a first pre-determ ined 
value; and 

(2) a second quantity of bids is received before a second time 
interval, wherein the second quantity of bids is less than a second 
pre-determined value; and 

determining a winning bid for the selected item based on predetermined 
criteria. - - 

• Delete claim 13 in its entirety and insert therefore: 

- -1 3. The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the receiving at least one bid to purchase 
the selected item further comprises: receiving, via a wireless device, at least one 
bid from each of the plurality of bidders. - - 

• Delete claims 15 and 16 in their entirety and insert therefore: 

- -15. The method of claim 11 further comprising: associating each of the plurality 
of items with an electronic bidsheet that is stored in the server, and wherein the 
electronic bidsheet comprises at least one bid to purchase the item. - - 

16. The method of claim 15, wherein each electronic bidsheet comprises a 
description of the associated item. - - 



Delete claims 17 and 18 in their entirety and insert therefore: 
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- -1 7. The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the receiving at least one bid to purchase 
the selected item further comprises: receiving, via a local client, at least one bid 
from each of the plurality of bidders, wherein each client comprises a graphical 
user interface that is operable to receive an identifier of each bidder. 

18. The method of claim 17, wherein the identifier of the bidder comprises a card 
number that coupled with a card reader is operable to process a card associated 
with the card number. - - 

• Delete claim 20 in its entirety and insert therefore: 

- -20. The method of claim 1 1 wherein the determining a winning bid for the 
selected item based on the predetermined criteria further comprises: determining 
that a value associated with the winning bid is greater than a plurality of other 
values associated with other bids submitted during the period of time. - - 

• Delete claim 40 in its entirety and insert therefore: 

- -40. The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the first quantity of bids is greater than 
the second quantity of bids.- - 

• Delete claims 41-64 in their entirety and insert therefore: 

- -41 . An apparatus comprising: 

a processor; and 

a memory, wherein the memory stores instructions which, when executed 
by the processor, direct the processor to perform the acts of: 

selecting, using a computing device, an item for auction, wherein 
the item is selected from a plurality of items stored on a server; 

transmitting to a remote device an indication that the selected item 
is available for auction for a period of time, wherein the remote device is 
connected to the computing device via a network; 
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receiving, from each of a plurality of bidders, at least one bid to 
purchase the selected item, wherein each bid is received before the period 
of time has expired and each bidder is located remotely from the server; 

determining, using the computing device, that the period of time 
has expired based on determining that: 

(1) a first quantity of bids is received before a first time interval, 
wherein the first quantity of bids is less than a first pre- 
determined value; and 

(2) a second quantity of bids is received before a second time 
interval, wherein the second quantity of bids is less than a 
second pre-determined value; and 

determining a winning bid for the selected item based on 
predetermined criteria. 

42. The apparatus of claim 41, wherein the instructions further direct the 
processor to perform the act of: receiving each bid via a wireless connection. 

43. The apparatus of claim 41, wherein the act of receiving at least one bid to 
purchase the selected item further comprises: receiving, via a wireless device, at 
least one bid from each of the plurality of bidders. 

44. The apparatus of claim 41, wherein the instructions further direct the 
processor to perform the act of: receiving each bid associated with the item via 
an auction site. 

45. The apparatus of claim 41, wherein the instructions further direct the 
processor to perform the act of: associating each of the plurality of items with an 
electronic bidsheet that is stored in the server, and wherein the electronic 
bidsheet comprises at least one bid to purchase the item. 
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46. The apparatus of claim 45, wherein each electronic bidsheet comprises a 
description of the associated item. 

47. The apparatus of claim 41, wherein the act of receiving at least one bid to 
purchase the selected item further comprises: receiving, via a local client, at least 
one bid from each of the plurality of bidders wherein each client comprises a 
graphical user interface that is operable to receive an identifier of each bidder. 

48. The apparatus of claim 47, wherein the identifier of the bidder comprises a 
card number that coupled with a card reader is operable to process a card 
associated with the card number. 

49. The apparatus of claim 41 , wherein the act of determining the winning bid for 
the selected item based on the predetermined criteria further comprises: 
determining that a value associated with the winning bid is greater than a plurality 
of other values associated with other bids submitted during the period of time. 

50. The apparatus of claim 41, wherein the instructions further direct the 
processor to perform the acts of: 

receiving a payment for the selected item from a bidder who submitted the 
winning bid; and 

delivering the selected item to the bidder who submitted the winning bid. 

51 . The apparatus of claim 41, wherein the instructions further direct the 
processor to perform the acts of: 

receiving at least one other bid from at least one other customer after the 
period of time has expired; and 

notifying the other customer that the other bid has been rejected. 
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52. The apparatus of claim 41, wherein the first quantity of bids is greater than 
the second quantity of bids. 

53. An article of manufacture comprising: 

a storage medium, wherein the storage medium stores instructions which, 
when executed by a processor, direct the processor to perform the acts of: 

selecting, an item for auction, wherein the item is selected from a 
plurality of items stored on a server; 

transmitting to a remote device an indication that the selected item 
is available for auction for a period of time, wherein the remote device is 
connected to the computing device via a network; 

receiving, from each of a plurality of bidders, at least one bid to 
purchase the selected item, wherein each bid is received before the period 
of time has expired and each bidder is located remotely from the server; 

determining, using the computing device, that the period of time 
has expired based on determining that: 

(1) a first quantity of bids is received before a first time interval, 
wherein the first quantity of bids is less than a first pre- 
determined value; and 

(2) a second quantity of bids is received before a second time 
interval, wherein the second quantity of bids is less than a 
second pre-determined value; and 

determining a winning bid for the selected item based on 
predetermined criteria. 



54. The article of manufacture of claim 53, wherein the instructions further direct 
the processor to perform the act of: receiving each bid via a wireless connection. 
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55. The article of manufacture of claim 53, wherein the act of receiving at least 
one bid to purchase the selected item further comprises: receiving, via a wireless 
device, at least one bid from each of the plurality of bidders. 

56. The article of manufacture of claim 53, wherein the instructions further direct 
the processor to perform the act of: receiving each bid associated with the item 
via an auction site. 

57. The article of manufacture of claim 53, wherein the instructions further direct 
the processor to perform the act of: associating each of the plurality of items with 
an electronic bidsheet that is stored in the server, and wherein the electronic 
bidsheet comprises at least one bid to purchase the item. 

58. The article of manufacture of claim 57, wherein each electronic bidsheet 
comprises a description of the associated item. 

59. The article of manufacture of claim 53, wherein the act of receiving at least 
one bid to purchase the selected item further comprises: receiving, via a local 
client, at least one bid from each of the plurality of bidders, wherein each client 
comprises a graphical user interface that is operable to receive an identifier of 
each bidder. 

60. The article of manufacture of claim 59, wherein the identifier of the bidder 
comprises a card number that coupled with a card reader is operable to process 
a card associated with the card number. 

61 . The article of manufacture of claim 53, wherein the act of determining the 
winning bid for the selected item based on the predetermined criteria further 
comprises: determining that a value associated with the winning bid is greater 
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than a plurality of other values associated with other bids submitted during the 
period of time. 

62. The article of manufacture of claim 53, wherein the instructions further direct 
the processor to perform the acts of: 

receiving a payment for the selected item from a bidder who submitted the 
winning bid; and 

delivering the selected item to the bidder who submitted the winning bid. 

63. The article of manufacture of claim 53, wherein the instructions further direct 
the processor to perform the acts of: 

receiving at least one other bid from at least one other customer after the 
period of time has expired; and 

notifying the other customer that the other bid has been rejected. 

64. The article of manufacture of claim 53, wherein the first quantity of bids is 
greater than the second quantity of bids.- - 



Examiner Notes 

Closest US Patent/US Patent Publication Prior Art 

Krueger (Paper #20071108, US 2002/0062276). Forward citations failed to 
product closer patent/patent publication prior art. IDS data on record with 
Krueger failed to identify closer prior art. 

Closest Non-patent Literature Prior Art 
Blue Moon (Paper #2007031 4-A, Item U) 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Robert M. Pond whose telephone number is 
571-272-6760. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner’s supervisor, Mr. Jeff Smith can be reached on 571-272-6763. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 



/Robert M. Pond/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3625 
May 20, 2009 




